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FROM: 


SUBJECT: 


COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 


SHiAIFF'S DEPARTMENT — 


pate: May 27, 2003 


OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE FILE: 


RICHARD L. CASTRO, COMMANDER TO: TERENCE P. JUDGE, CAPTAIN 
LEADERSHIP & TRAINING DIVISION PALMDALE STATION 


EXECUTIVE FORCE REVIEW COMMITTEE FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
HIT SHOOTING, NOVEMBER 20, 2002, REVIEW #2076232 


The purpose of this memo is to notify you of the review committee’s findings and 


recommendations concerning the use of force incident which occurred on November 
20, 2002. 


The Committee met on May 22, 2003, and consisted of myself and Commander Lynda 
Castro (Commander of the Department) and A/Commander Eric Smith (Internal Affairs 


Bureau). The Committee determined that the use of force by Deputy Rick Manes 
аз within Department policy. Please advise the deputy of this finding. 


The Committee also directed the Unit Commander conducta tactical debriefing with the 
involved deputies. 
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE 
BUREAU OF FRAUD AND CORRUPTION PROSECUTIONS ; 

JUSTICE SYSTEM INTEGRITY DIVISION 

STEVE COOLEY District Attomey DAVID H. GUTHMAN e Director 


CURT LIVESAY¢ Chief Deputy District Attomey 
PETER BOZANICH e Assistant District Attomey 


July 8, 2003 


Captain Frank Merriman 

Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 
Homicide Bureau 

5747 Rickenbacker Road 

Commerce, California 90040 


Dear Captain Merriman 


RE: JS.LD. File No. 02-0996 
L.A.S.D. File No. 002-19519-2665-013 


The Justice System Integrity Division of the Los Angeles County District Attorney's 
Office has completed its review of the November 20, 2002 fatal shooting of Robert 
Connie Mitchell by Los County Sheriff's Deputy Rick Manes. The weight of the 
evidence shows that Deputy Manes acted lawfully in self-defense and in the defense of 
others. 


The following analysis is based upon reports prepared by the Los Angeles County 
Sheriff's Department submitted to this office by Investigators Joseph Martinez and 
Robert Harris on February 20, 2003, as well as an examination of photographs relating to 
the matter. Additionally, the District Attorney Command Center was notified of the 
shooting at approximately 7:42 P.M. on November 20, 2002. The District Attorney 
Response Team, comprised of Deputy District Attorney Edward Miller and District 
Attorney Senior Investigator И отса to the scene. We were given а 
briefing of the circumstances surrounding the shooting, and a “walk-through” of the 
scene. 


FACTUAL ANALYSIS 


On November 20, 2002 at approximately 6:25 P.M., uniformed Deputigs Rick Manes and 
esponded to a burglary in progress call at the residence о nd] 
ocated и и Avenue T-4, Littlerock. They drove in a marked black and 


white Ford Expedition patrol vehicle. Manes was the driver. As they turned on to 
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Avenue Т-4 {тот 87" Street East, they were informed by radio that the suspect was 
attempting to re-enter the home. 


As the deputies arrived at the location with overhead rotating emergency lights activated, 
they saw Robert Mitchell walk into the street from the front yard of " | 
residence. 


Both deputies exited their vehicle with their pistols drawn. Deputy Manes states that on 
contacting Mitchell, both deputies ordered him to the ground. Mitchell, however, did not 
comply. Instead, he paced back and forth while moaning and growling. Deputy Manes 
ordered Mitchell to get on the ground at least ten times, but Mitchell did not comply. 


Deputy 8 с that on contacting Mitchell, both deputies ordered him to stop. 
Mitchell stopped, turned and walked in their direction. Mitchell asked, “What the fuck 
are you going to do? You're going to shoot me?" At this point, Mitchell began walking 
faster towards the deputies. Both deputies observed that Mitchell appeared to be under 
the influence of a controlled substance. 


Mitchell let out a growl and charged Deputy Manes. Manes kicked Mitchell in the 
abdomen or hip area in an effort to keep him at a distance. The kick caused Manes to 
lose his balance and to move backwards. As Manes went backwards, he felt his gun 
being pulled down. Although Manes did not actually see Mitchell grab his gun because 
he was trying to regain his balance, he felt a tug on his gun and believed that Mitchell 
was trying to take it away. Manes became frightened because Mitchell was large and 
overpowering. Mitchell was five feet, ten inches tall, weighed 235 pounds and was 
muscular, 


Оерлу 6 с that after Mitchell was kicked, he umbling incomprehensibly, 
then ran at Deputy Manes with his arms outstretched | aw Mitchell attempt to grab 
Manes’s gun, but could not see if he actually grabbed it because it was dark. 


Deputy Manes reacted to the tugging of his gun by pulling it back and firing two or three 
rapid shots. Mitchell backed off of Manes right away, then began walking in circles and 
mumbling. At first, Manes did not think his gunshots had hit Mitchell because he made 
no expressions of pain, but Manes then saw blood on the back of Mitchell's shirt. Manes 
again ordered Mitchell to get down. Mitchell, however, went towards the open right 
front passenger door of the patrol vehicle and entered. Deputy Manes continued to order 
Mitchell to get down on the ground. 


ИЫ М towards the patrol vehicle’s driver’s door and saw Mitchell reaching for 
the mounted shotgun. N cached the driver’s door, Mitchell got out of the vehicle. 
EB. that Mitchell walked around the back of the patrol vehicle past the driver's side 
and leaned against a block wall in front of th -<i dse. Mitchell looked at his 
mid-section and said something that| ould not discern. 
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Mitchell then walked towards the house next door г: Avenue T-4 where some 
of his ЖЯ Mitchell entered the driveway as Deputy Manes followed. Manes 
again ordered Mitchell to the ground. Manes was amazed that Mitchell was still walking 
after being shot. People exited the house yelling, and began to walk towards Manes and 
Mitchell. One of these m m “Үои shot m | Deputy 

irected them to get back in the house. These individuals, however, continued to 
yell at the deputies and Deputy — :ггса that they would join in an attack. 


Deputy Manes holstered his gun while pursuing Mitchell. Mitchell turned and faced 
Manes in the driveway, then struck Manes with closed fists several times in the face. In 
response, Manes struck Mitchell with his flashlight several times in the chest area and 
arms. Every time Manes struck Mitchell, Mitchell punched him back. Because Manes's 
hand grew sweaty, his flashlight slipped out of his hand after delivering a blow to 
Mitchell. Mitchell struck Manes again and sent him backwards. Manes became dazed 
from Mitchell’s blows. 


Ролу о сеа his gun and retrieved his extendable baton. АЩ pproached to 
help Manes, Mitchell ran towards EEE sing both han ng his baton at 
Mitchell. Mitchell caught the baton under his left arm and hi n the left temple with 
his right fist. The blow knocked| lasses off and pushed him backwards against a 
vehicle parked in the driveway. ried to pull his baton away, but Mitchell was 
stronger and pulled loser to him. Mitchell grabbed lholstered gun by the 
grip. sed his right hand to grab hold of the holster strap to keep Mitchell from 
pulling his gun out of his holster. 


Mitchell, in attempting to pull —m from its holster, pulle ut of the 
driveway and into a dirt area between the driveway and street. Бери emembers 


MM M of his baton or dropping it to use both hands to hold his gun in the 


holste: eard what appeared to be the leather on his gun-belt tearing as Mitchell 
pulled on his gun elt he was in “deep trouble” and believed that Mitchell wanted 
to kill him. 


s being "spun around” by Mitchell when he 


Deputy lescribes Deput 
grabbe aton. Абе 
on un with both his hands ecalls yelling, “He’s got my baton. He's got 


my baton.” Manes states EE creamed, *He's trying to get my gun" or "He's got my 
gun." 


Deputy Manes saw Mitchell swing Deputy _ the gun. Manes зау m go up 
and down in the holster to the point where its trigger became exposed. Manes also heard 
the sound of s ing leather. Manes became concerned that Mitchell was 

overpowerin| nd it would be just a matter of seconds before he would һау | 
gun. Manes says that Mitchell was staring at him as he was pulling айа... This 
made Manes believe that Mitchell was going to shoot him first once he obtained 

gun. Manes did not want to get any closer than five feet of Mitchell for fear he would go 
after his gun as well. 
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ag Manes drew his Ж when he saw that Mitchell continued pulling at Deputy 


un and turnin; n circles. When he though! as out of the line of fire, 
Manes shot at Mitchell t ore times. Mitchell let go оГ] d fell to the ground. 
One of Manes's shots hit in the right hand. 


Paramedics transported Mitchell to Antelope Valley Hospital. He was pronounced dead 
at 7:33 P.M. by Dr. Rauch. 


Two expended nine-millimeter cartridge casings were recovered from the area where 
Deputy Manes was standing when he fired his initial set of shots. Four expended nine- 
millimeter cartridge casings were found where Deputy Manes was standing when he fired 
his second set of shots. Blood smears were found in the right rear passenger doorframe, 
the rubber molding of the front passenger door, the plastic base of the front passenger 
seat and the passenger door panel of the deputies’ patrol vehicle. Investigators also found 
blood on the block wall in front of thel esidence where Deputy hilly 
Mitchell leaned after he (Mitchell) exited the patrol vehicle. Investigators also noted that 
there were no street lamps on the street where this incident occurred. 


Manes fired a Beretta, Model 92F 9mm pistol. After the shooting, investigators 
examined his pistol and noted that it contained nine rounds in the magazine and one in 
the chamber. 


On November 23, 2002, Juan M. Carrillo, M.D., Deputy Medical Examiner, performed 
and autopsy on the body of Robert Mitchell. He ascribed the cause of death to multiple 
gunshot wounds. Mitchell sustained five fatal gunshot wounds to the left chest, the left 
lower abdomen, the left upper back, the mid-back, and the left lower back. Mitchell also 
sustained a gunshot wound to his right hand which was non-fatal. Additionally, Mitchell 
had multiple abrasions to both knees and his right elbow, along with contusions to his 
forehead and right arm. A toxicology report revealed the presence of cocaine in 
Mitchell’s blood. 


Statements b; nd 


old investigators that he was standing in the kitchen located toward the 
rear of his house talking to his jhen he heard a noise coming from a 
backdoorin a fover next to the kitchen vent to the door and saw that it was 
opening MM his hand on the doorknob and attempted to close the door but 
was overpowered. The door quickly opened and as forced backward. Mitchell 
entered the house and said, “Give me my shit or I’! take you all out.” As Mitchell said 
this. be had his hand hidden under his shirt in his right waist area as if simulating that he 
had a gun. elieved that Mitchell was under the influence of a controlled 
substance and described him as breathing heavy and looking angry| 'as 
frightened and believed that Mitchell, whom he had never seen before. had a gun. 
ER. told Mitchell that he did not know what he was talking about and that he 
was in the wrong house. Mitchell advanced toward m backed him into the 
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kitchen. Mitchell again said, *Give me my shit or I'll take you all out.” И 
persuaded Mitchell to turn around and CA placea his hands gently on 
Mitchell's shoulders and guided him out the backdoor. When Mitchell was 

approx] у five to eight feet outside| п inside the door and locked it. He 
had hi all 9-1-1 and moved his pstairs, fearing that Mitchell would 


return. 


Approximately two minutes В to the front living room window and saw 
Mitchell walking on the shoulder of the street in front of his house Iso saw 


deputies standing near their vehicle. The deputies were yelling at Mitchell ordering him 
to get on the groun: eft the window to check on en began talking on 
the phone with the 9-1-1 operator. During this time he could hear signs of a struggle 
outside. Believing that the deputies had detained Мисһе! ай. M penea 
the front доо rete saw flashes and heard the sound of two gunshots. 


He closed the door and heard two to three more gunshots about twenty seconds to one 
minute later. 


|... Rm һе ccount in interviews with investigators. 


Statements by Witnesses Present m 2m Avenue T-4 


Investigators interviewed several witnesses present m zm Avenue T-4 at the time 
of the incident. As stated above, Deputy Manes fired his second set of shots after 
Mitchell entered the driveway of this residence. 


MS | ә investigators that he followed his 
exited the front door of this residence NN followed by his| 
aw the police vehicle and stated that the lights were on and pointed in his 


direction. His Жакса directly to the рне vehicle. Two deputies were standing 


in front of the vehicle, one of whom told hi о halt. One of the deputies then 
shot twice at his > not see which one fired. stated that his 

id not fight with the officers prior to this first shooting. гап to the opened 
front door and yelled inside, “The police sho His alked back to the 


end of the driveway and was holding his side, asking for help aw that his| 

was bleeding from the front and back of his upper torso. Hi tarted fighting with 
both of the deputies. One of the deputies was striking his| with a club, while the 
other deputy was wrestling with him. One of the deputies shot h in the chest 
and he fell to the ground. 


Statements by other individuals at the residence. however. did not corroborate 
version of events. o| n 
told investigators that she was in the kitchen when she heard two gunshots. 
xited the front door of the residence after she heard these 
nd voices she believed belonged to police officers 
yelling at Robert Mitchell to lay down., before hearing a second set of shots ЖАШ: 
not hear any kind of commotion prior to the shooting. Though she had seen Robert 
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Mitchell at the residence at approximately 4:00 P.M. that day, she was unsure of the time 
when he left. 


told investigators that he was inside the residence at the time of incident 
and heard an unknown number of gunshots, but did not see anything. He went outside 
after the shooting. said that he had seen Mitchell inside the residence prior to the 
shooting and saw him exit the front door, but was unable to estimate the time when 
Mitchell left. 


| 1 N investigators that he was in the backyard when he heard what he 


believed was one muffled gunshot, ent inside and heard another gunshot 
approximately 30 to 40 seconds after the first one. Approximately ten seconds later, he 
heard ay, "They are shooting at Robert.” then exited the 
house| ent to the front door, opened it, and looked out. He saw two deputies 
holding Robert Mitchell's arms trying to control him. Mitchell was grunting and the 
deputies were saying, “Get down, get down." Mitchell, however, did not comply with 
the deputy's orders. Mitchell, at one point, tried to shake the deputies off of him by 
spinning around. Mitchell got loose. The deputies then ordered Mitchell down and 
reached out to him to regain control. At this point, a third deputy approached the group 
and shot Mitchell three times Т the deputies as “twirling around” when 
they were trying to gain control of Mitchell. 


Statements by Other Civilians 


nitially stated that she was sitting in her house when she heard what 
sounded like two or three gunshots. She went out the side door of her house and looked 
across the street where she saw what appeared to be two deputies scuffling with a black 
male MR M not able to see exactly what was going on due to MAN S Y 
that the black male kept charging the two deputies. During the entire scuffle. 
could hear someone yelling *get down" or "get on the ground." She heard three or four 
gunshots and the black male fell to the ground. 


Two days m m a somewhat different version of events. She stated that she 
was standing in her kitchen when she heard two muffled sounds which she could not 
identify. After checking to see am in another part of the house had caused 
the noise, she returned to the kitchen where she heard a female voice from outside saying. 
"I have a camera. I have a camera MN оо са out through her screen door. She 
saw man possibly wearing bright red shorts crawling on the ground towards the house 
al ast Avenue T-4. (Mitchell was wearing tan slacks.) At this time, an SUV drove 
by, made a U-turn, then sped off] eft the backdoor to alert her Я 
She returned to the backdoor and observed three people standing in front of the driveway 
а Two of the men were deputies who had their backs towards her. The third man 
did not have the red shorts she observed earlier Шс: са the deputies were trying 
to control the man’s arms. She did not see the deputies strike the man e 
Shots and the man fell straight back with his arms up and palms out. 
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= NUMENS told investigators that she joined her Rn the 
backdoor after hearing four gunshots. It was dark outside, bui had its porch light 


on. She saw three people at the end of the driveway across the street. Two of them had 
their backs to her and were facing the third individual. She believed they were scuffling 
and said there were people yelling at them. A person she believed was a police officer 
was holding a pistol aimed in the direction of the third individual. The other two 
appeared to be wrestling while the officer with the pistol was giving commands. The 
officer pointing the gun fired two to three по ww and lost sight of the 
situation. She subsequently saw one of the individuals who was wrestling run down the 
street holding his hand. EH... she heard a total of six to seven shots, 
including the shots she heard before she went to the back door. 


um 5 another witness who gave somewhat conflicting statements to 
investigators. In his initial interview. aid he was in his living room saw a 

atro! vehicle pull up. He went outside and saw two deputies walk to MC A 
m... where they confronted Mitchell in the front yard. Mitchell began yelling and 
screaming at the deputies and charged both of them. The deputies drew their weapons 
and ordered Mitchell to get down on the ground. Mitchell ignored their orders and kept 
charging the deputies even though the deputies kept retreating. Mitchell and the deputies 
went out of view behind the patrol vehicle and began scuffling aid he heard two or 
three gunshots and Mitchell stopped his advances. A few seconds later, Mitchell again 
began yelling and screaming and again charged the deputies. The deputies again yelled 
to Mitchell to get on the ground, but Mitchell again ignored their orders and continued to 
charge the deputies. The deputies and Mitchell again began scuffling out of view behind 
the patrol tiie four more shots. The scuffling stopped and 
Mitchell appeared to go down| ho has seen Mitchell in the area several times, 
said that Mitchell was a troublemaker who engaged in violent behavior on many 
occasions. 


In a subsequent interview ia that after the deputies arrived, he observed them 
yelling at Mitchell to get down. Mitchell threw up his arms and began yelling, ignoring 
repeated orders by the deputies to get Jow ай с. heard the sound of two gunshots, 
but did not see who fired the rounds. егей the house to tell " m he 
thought someone got shot. Approximately "two to three minutes, or less" later, he heard 
three additional shots. 


| vm read a passage from a “canvass card" prepared by the investigator who 
conducted Й ст interview. The passage states, “Saw deputies pull up. Suspect 


charged them. Lost sight of scuffle. Heard 2 or 3 shots. Saw deputies back away." 
Asked whether this passage was accurate | esponded, “Pretty close, almost the same 
thing. КО that he did not see a physical confrontation between Mitchell and the 
deputies. 
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Mitchell's Criminal History 


Prior to t ll had accumulated a 


CONCLUSION 


California law permits the use of deadly force in self-defense or in the defense of others if 
it reasonably appears to the person claiming the right of self-defense or the defense of 
others that he actually and reasonably believed that he or others were in imminent danger 
of great bodily injury or death. People v. Williams (1977) 75 Cal.App. 3d 731. 


In protecting himself or another, a person may use all force which he believes reasonably 
necessary and which would appear to a reasonable person. in the same or similar 
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circumstances, to be necessary to prevent the injury which appears to be imminent. 
California Jury Instructions—Criminal 5.30, 5.32 


When the peril is swift and imminent and the necessity for action immediate, the law 
does not weigh into nice scales the conduct of the assailed and say he shall not be 
justified in killing because he might have resorted to other means to secure his safety. 
People v. Collins (1961) 189 Cal. App. 2d 575. 


In this case, Deputy Manes had no choice other than to use deadly force against Robert 
Connie Mitchell. Initially, Manes and Deputy[ftried simply to detain Mitchell to 
investigate his entry of thi residence. Mitchell instead chose to attack the 
deputies and attempted to take each of their pistols. Mitchell apparently also attempted to 
take the shotgun mounted in their patrol vehicle. The fierceness of Mitchell's attack is 
amply demonstrated by the fact that his initial wounding failed to stop him from trying to 
remove the patrol vehicle's sh , Subsequently overpowering both deputies, and 
attempting to take Deputy sc. Moreover, the physical evidence recovered at 
the scene is consistent with the deputies’ account, especially the blood found inside the 
passenger side of the patrol vehicle. 


Other evidence corroborates the deputies’ version of events. Mitchell had alread; 
expressed a willingness to kill if his demands were not met when he entered v NN 
residence. Thus, the deputies’ apprehension that they were in mortal danger was well 
founded. And of course, as has been detailed herein, Mitchell had a propensity for 
committing and threatening acts of violence against police officers. 


The only evidence which would significantly undermine thi ies” if 
believed, is the statement of Robert Mitchell’s| 
statement boils down to an assertion that hi xited his ouse and was 


immediately shot for no reason. This is of course contradicted by the evidence that his 
Iwas in the residence immediately before the deputies contacted him. 
Moreover, claim that he was outside and observed the first shooting is 
contradicted by two individuals, including hi who say that he was inside 
when the initial shots were fired. Finally, the gm on exited 
the house with him and Robert Mitchell before Mitchell was shot the first time, states that 
he did not go outside until the shooting was over and that he did not see anything. It is 
therefore evident ‘ha coun lacks credibility. 
Nor do any of the other witness statements, to the extent they differ, detract from the 
credibility of the deputies’ account. Two of these witnesses gave statements that 
conflicted somewhat with earlier statements they NN  ——— that a third 
deputy shot Mitchell, yet verified that the deputies were no match for Mitchell’s strength. 
Not surprisingly, all of the civilian witnesses saw the incident differently. Rather than 
contradicting the deputies, the differing versions appear to reflect the effect of darkness 


on the witnesses’ ability to see. combined with the difficulty inherent in articulating the 
details of a fight involving three individuals. 
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Roy ~ 


The weight of the evidence reflects that Deputy Manes acted reasonably and lawfully in 
self-defense and in defense of others when he used deadly force against Robert Connie 
Mitchell. We are therefore closing our file and will take no further action in this matter. 


Very truly yours, 


STEVE COOLEY 
District Attorney 


By dunno AM 


EDWARD A. MILLER 
Deputy District Attorney 
(213) 974-3895 


c: Deputy Ri apes 
Deput; 
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Audio/Video Tracking Form 


Los A . Jeles County Sheriff's Dep- - tment 


Report Date: 


November 20 2002 


URN: 


002-19519-2665-013 


Incident Information 
Date: 


November 20, 2002 


Officer Involved Shooting 


Bureau/Stalion/Facilty: 
PALMDALE 


Admin. Invest.? 


Time: 


1835 HOURS 


(Сау or Station: 


LITTLEROCK 


m zs AVE. T-4 


Nature of Incident: Dep involved shooting-Dep's confront poss 459 susp. 
struggle ensued susp grabbed Dep Manes gun, Dep Manes fired 2 


rounds, susp ran. Dep's recontact susp & struggle ensues. Susp 
m and Dep Manes shoots Susp. 


Last Ма 


Last Name 


Employee 


Employee Witnesses 


grabs Ое 
Location Type Lighting (circle only one} Incident Type (circle one or тоге): 
(circle one or more): Accidental. 
iden 
Backyard Daylight ‘Armed Person 
Beach Otve 
: г Fleeing Suspect 
Business Street Lights Foot Pursuit 
Freeway і 
Industrial 2 
Moving Vehicle 
Park Weather (circle only опе) 
Parking Lot weather ( y one): Sniper/Ambush 
Residence Cloudy E 
Rural Fog 
Rah Traffic Stop 
School Unarmed Person 
: Unintentional 
Ober Distance: Vehicle Pursuit 
Warrant Service. 
Total # of Shots Fired by Deputy | Total # of Shots Fired by Suspect 
6 0 Other. 


ShiftTime (circle only one): 


ЕМ 


Initiated by (circle only one): 
Arrest Warrant. 


Observation 
One Person Unit 
Other 

Search Warrant 
Two Person Unit 


Prior Activity (circle only one): 
Detective 
Inmate Transport 
Other 


Routine Pali.» 


Aero Unit? [x] 


Canine Unit? 


ShiftType (circle only one): 


‘Regulap Overtime Off Duty 


Day 


First Name 


ShiftTime (circle only one): 


EM РМ 


ShiftType (circle only one} 


Day Regular Overtime Off Duty 


Employee # Lasi Name 


Last Name 


Street 


Last Name 


Employee # Last Name 


AYALA 


First Name м1. 


Non-Employee Witnesses 


First 


First 


ShiftTime (circle only one}: 


ЕМ РМ 


Мате 


Мате 


Zn 


First Name 


ADALBERTO 


(circle one or more): 


Present during shooting 


‘ShiftType (circle only one) 
Regular Overtime Off Duty 


Day 


Witness to shooting 
Involved in shooting 


Employee # Тазї Мате 


First Name 


Watch Sergeant 


NEWLANDS 
Watch Commander 


(circle one or more): 
On Duty 


Present during shooting 


First Name 


First Name 


Witness to shooting 
Involved in shooting 


WILLIAM 


*PSTD Use Only. 
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See Reverse 


Officer Involved Shooting  URN:__002-19519-2665-013_ _ 
25 - Page 2 of 5 
Rollout Information 
val Time Date Submitted 
0340 HOURS| 
LEE Ren STACY MI; 


SMITH Man RICHARD “m G, 
First MI 


Nam OHN 


Arrival Date 


Date of Recomment 


mated y ee Я Type of Injury Body Part Injured 
r Weapon: Vehicle 
(BC) Baton:(Control) (OB) Other Weapon: Blunt Object дв). Abrasion (AD) Abdomen 
(B) ^ Baton:(Impact) (00) Other Weapon: Other К Bruks. у 
(BF) Bodily Fluids РК) Personal Weapon: Feet/Leg: (Kick) ч 
(CN) Canine be] Boner Weapon: Feeley: Gee (CP) Complaint of Pain (ВК) Вак 
(CR) Carotid Restraint (PH) Personal Weapon (Hand/Arm) (CO) ^ Concussion (BT) Buttocks 
(CH) Choke Hold (PP) Personal Weapon (Push) (DH) Death (CH) Chest 
(CT) Согіго! Holds:(Contro! Techniques) (РО) Personal Weapon (Other) (0) Dislocation (EL) Elbow 
(TT) — Control Holds:(Team Takedown) (RS) Resistance (DB) Dog Bite (FA) Face 
(TD) Control Holds:(Takedown) (CN) Restraint Device (Capture Net) (FR) Fractures (FE) Feet 
(CE) Chemical (RH) Restraint Device (Handcuffs) (GS) Gunshot (Fl) Fingers 
(OC) Chemical Agents (OC Spray) (HB) Restraint Device:Hobble (Legs Only) (HB) ^ Human Bite (GE) Genitals 
(TG) Chemical Agents (Tear Gas) (TP) Restraint Device:Hobble (TARP) (LC) ^ Lacerations (GR) Groin 
(EX) Explosives (RE) Restraint Device: REACT Belt (ND) Меге Damage (HO) Напа 
(FH) Firearm (Handgun) (SP) Sap (OD) Organ Damage (HE) Head 
(FR) Рат (Rifle) (SH) Shield (PA) Paralysis (ну нр 
(FS) Firearm (Shotgun) (SG) 37mm Stinger (PW) Puncture Wound (IN) Internal 
(FO) Firearm (Other) (SB) Sling Ball (SD) Soft Tissue Damage (KN) Knees 
(FB) Flashbang (ST) Stun Bag ^ 
Ы (ST) Sprain/Twists (LE) Leg 
(FL) Flashlight (TR) Taser ЧЧ жын s oN 
(OE) — Other Weapon: Edged (UC) Uncooperative TUNI: Шию» on cai ied 
Brand (RM) Refused Med Treatment | (WR) Wrist 
(АК) АКАТ (V) ver Johnson (R) RGI 
(BN) — Benelli (JE) Jennings (RO) Rossi (NN) МОМЕ 
(BR) ^ Beretta (LO)  Lorcin (SW) Smith & Wesson 
(BW) Browning (LU) Luger (SR) Sturm Ruger 
(CH) ^ Charter rms (MA) Marin (ST) Stering 
(CO) Со (MO) Mossberg (TA) Taurus я 
(DA) Davis Industries. (NC) NCI aka SKS (WE) Weatherby (0) 34 mm 00 28 е a pH да» 
(GL) бок (МА) North American (WN) Winchester (10) -10m GE) M Mr ee 
(HA) Harrington & Richardson (NO) Norinco (US) US Government (12) 12guage (30) Caliber (45) 46 cait 
(20) 20 guage (35) 357сайе (50) 50mm 
(H) Hi Standard (RA) Raven (YY) Handmade (Inmate) 
(HK) H&K (RM) Remington (XX) Homemade (Non-nmate) |(21) -22-250 (36) 30-60 caliber (81) Slug 
(T) икса (RG) RG (22) Other Brand (22) 22caliber (38) Зв caliber ^ (WW) Other caliber 


(23) .223caliber (40) 40 caliber 


FORCE APPLIED (one code per block) 


Authorized | Authorized 
Weapon? | Ammunition? 
(YIN) (YIN) 


Caliber 
(Code) 


Type of Injury | Body Part 
(Code) (Code) 


CH 
AD 
BK 
BK 
BK 
HD 


Used By | Used Against | Method Brand 
(E# or S#) | (E#orS#) | (Code) | (Code) 
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Officer Involved Shootin 


g 


~ Involved Employee Information ^ 


URN... 002-19519-2665-013 
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Involved Employee 


Range Qualification Date 


Certified with Weapon Used 


? 


Е 1 [Employee # st Name First Name 
Hanes RICK D. 
Sex Race: Rank Unit Assignment Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, elc. ): 
M w DEPUTY | PALMDALE 265A 
[ShiffTime (crcl only one; — | ShiftType (circle only one) з Substance Used 
eM QU Day fassen dnd Intoxicatior/Orug Usage? 
Hospital Admission? Hospital Name: Coroner Case? coroner Coa Interviewed? 
Firs of sleep prior to shooting: [Gicthing (cele only one) Other Factors: 
Plain Clothes no Vest Raid Jacket w Vest 
Plain Clothes w Vest Uniform no Vest 
Raid Jacket no Vest 


PPC Qualification Date| 


Patrol Certification? 


Laser Training Date: 


Field Training Officer Emp k Name; 


Field Training Officer Emp 


Employee # 


Last Маг 


Last Name 


First Name 


Sex: Race: 


Rank 


Unit Assignment 


[Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, elc. ): 


[ShiftTime (circle only one): 


ShifType (circle only one} 


Intoxication/Drug Usage? [ ] 


Substance Used 


ЕМ PM Day Regular Overtime Off Duty 
jt E ~ # 
Hospital Admission? Hospital Name: Coroner Case? Corner cam Interviewed? 
Hrs of sleep prior to shooting:| Duty Time (hrs): [Clothing (circte only one): Other Factors: q 
Реп Clothes no Vest Raid Jacket w/ Vest 
Age: Height Weight Plain Clothes w/ Vest Uniform no Vest 
Raid Jacket no Vest Uniform w/ Vest 
Range Qualification Date PPC Qualification Date: Laser Training Date: 
Certified with Weapon Used? Patrol Certification? (Certification Unit Prior Shootings? Number of Prior Shootings; 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name Mi- 
Field Training Officer Emp it Last Name First Name MI. 
(TEES a PE EE IS SUN NUNT: SIM їл 
E | Employee # Last Name First Name MI. 
Sex Race: Rank Unit Assignment [Work Assignment (Unit, Module, etc): 
ShifTime (cirela only ona), — | ShifiType (circle only one): Substance Used: 
ЕМ PM Day Regular Overtime Off Duty Intoxication/Drug Usage? 
i : Coroner Case # 
Hospital Admission? Hospital Name: Coroner Case? [ ] "roner eee Interviewed? 
Hrs of sleep prior to shooting:| Duty Time (hrs): [Clothing (circle only one) Other Factors: 
Plain Clothes no Vest Raid Jacket w Vest 
Age: Height: Weight Plain Clothes мі Vest Uniform no Vest 
Raid Jacket no Vest — Unfom wi Vest 
Range Qualification Date: PPC Qualification Date: Laser Training Date: 
i Prior Sh 3 
Certified with Weapon Used? Patrol Certification? [Certification Unit Prior Shootings? Number of Prior Shootings 
Field Training Officer Emp # LastName First Name Мт. 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name MI. 
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Officer Involved Shooting ` urn: 


002-19519-2665-013 


~ Я w 
Suspect Information Bo 4.15 
Suspect Information 

51 LastName MITCHELL Fist Name ROBERT м. С, 

АКА Last Name First Name мг 
(NUMEROUS) 

5 reat Addn 

"M BLK 
Work Phone: Home Phone: jal Secu! Drivers Li 

(667)944.2635 [—-—] =z 
Age: .. DOB. Height... Weight ЕВГ Cin 
077 420.82 | sio" zo |" ENIM Ен 

Booking # Primary Charge: ‘Secondary Charge: 

Coroner Case? [X] коне Intoxication/Drug Usage? mute Ue, 

2002-08725 09000 X ОСА!МЕ 

armed? [Ж] Apprehended? [X] Mental illness? Criminal mm | 
Vehicle Make Model: Year: 
Last Name. First Name. MI. 
AKA Last Name First Name мІ 
Sex: Race: ‘Street Address: City tate & Zip Code: 
Work Phone: Home Phone: l Social Security # Driver's License #: 
Aw: 008. Height: Weight: | Felt ЄТ] 

Booking # Primary Charge: Secondary Charge: 

Coroner Case? ‘Coroner Case # Intoxication/Drug Usage? SHbstance Uses: 

‘Armed? Apprehended? Mental lines? Criminal History? 
Vehicie Make Model Year: 

5 |Last Name First Name МІ 
АКА Last Мате First Мате м1. 
Sex: Race: Street Address: City tate & Zip Code: 
Work Phone: Home Phone: Social Security #: Driver's License #: 

‘Age: DOB. Height: Weight: FBI# Cus 

Booking # Primary Charge: Secondary Charge: 

Coroner Caso? Coroner Cosa f. Intoxicatior/Drug Usage? ‘Substance Used: 
Armed? Apprehended? Mental lines? Criminal History? 

Vehicle Маке Model Year 

ШИ н а ы REO T IUS I NN RUN RR TRENT EN NU 
Last Name irst Name MI 
AKA Last Мате First Name. ML 
Sex: Race: Street Address: City tate & Zip Code: 

4 
Work Phone: Home Phone: Social Security # Drivers License #: 
Age: D.O.B. Height: Weight: FBI# ory 
Booking # Primary Charge Secondary Charge: 
Coroner Case? Coronet Soret Intoxication/Drug Usage? Substance Used: 
Armed? Apprehended? Mental Illness? Criminal History? 
Vehicle Make Model Year: 
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Los Angeles County Shere Department oo S 


Non-Employee Witnesses 
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First Namd 


treet 
a ШШ 1 
jork Ph 


____ ЖаШ EEA 
кын _ 


Street Address, Zip Code 


Zip Code 


Street Addres: 


Last Name aa First -—Qm 

Street Addres: ip Code fork Ph 
treet Address Zip Code 

Last Name First ME 1 


Street E Ei р Rd Work Ph Home Ph. 


Street Addre: 


Last Name 


First Name 
Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 
Last Name First Name Mi. 
Street Address. Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 
Last Name First Name MI. 
Street Address Zip Code Work Ph. Home Ph 
Last Name First Name Mi 


Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 

USE OF FORCE 

TYPE: DEPUTY INVOLVED SHOOTING-SUSPECT DECEASED 
LA.B. FILE NUMBER: SH 2076232 

URN: 002-19519-2665-013 


On Wednesday, November 20, 2002, Sergeants Richard Smith, John Cleary, Joseph Gooden and 
Jerry Greene, along with Lieutenant Stacy Lee of the Internal Affairs Bureau, responded to 

East Avenue T-4, Littlerock county area regarding a Deputy Involved Shooting involving 
Palmdale Station personnel. Lieutenant Marilyn Baker, Sergeant William Marsh, and Detectives 
Joseph Martinez, Robert Harris, Richard то 5 —— m Ruben Bejarano 
from Homicide Bureau were on scene to conduct the criminal investigation. 


The summary of this incident is based on information obtained from interviews of the involved 
employees and witnesses, whose individual statements are contained in the Homicide Bureau 
case package as well as physical evidence collected at the scene by Los Angeles Sheriff's 
Department Crime Lab personnel (refer Exhibit A). 


INVOLVED PERSONNEL: 


Deputy Rick D. Manes, MM v 6'01"/200Ibs 


EMPLOYEE WORK HISTORY 


Department Hire Date 

Date Assigned to Patrol 

Date Completed Training 
Prior Founded Force Incidents 


SUSPECT/INMATE 
Suspect Robert C. Mitchell MB/40 5'10"/230Ibs 


Suspect Mitchell has an extensive criminal history dating fro: 
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WITNESSES 


Бери Palmdale Station (661)267-4300 


INJURIES 


Deputy Ə a gunshot wound to his right hand 


Suspect Robert Mitchell received five gunshot wounds to his torso, any one of which was fatal. 
He received one gunshot wound to his right hand. He had multiple abrasions to his knees and 
right elbow as well as contusions to his forehead and right arm. 


PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 


Two expended 9MM shell casings were located on the dirt shoulder across fro 
East Avenue T-4 which is directly south of the location of the first shooting. 


Four expended 9MM shell casings were located on the dirt shoulder in front о East 
Avenue T-4 which is the location of the second shooting. 


Blood drops and smears were seen in the driveway and block wall offs Avenue 


Is well on the inside and outside of Sheriff's vehicle #503039 (Deputies Manes and 
radio car). 
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INVESTIGATOR OBSERVATIONS: 


Due to the lack of streetlights, the location of the shooting w; dark. The only 
apparent light came from the radio car and the porch light a ast Avenue T-4. 


WEAPONS USED BY DEPUTY PERSONNEL: 

Deputy Rick Manes used a Department issued Beretta 9MM pistol, СЕВЕ firing 

six rounds of Department issued 9MM ammunition. 

WEAPONS USED BY SUSPECTS 
Attempted gun take away. 

PROPERTY DAMAGE: 
NONE 

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATOR AND CHARGES FILED: 
Investigator Joseph OT Bureau 
Investigator Robert Harris, Homicide Bureau 
The suspect is deceased and no criminal charges were filed. 

LIGHTING OR WEATHER CONDITIONS: 


This incident occurred during the hours of darkness. There were no streetlights between 92" 
Street and 96" Street. The visibility was clear and the temperature was cool. 


INVOLVED EMPLOYEES STATEMENTS: 

Deputy Rick Manes 

Deputy Manes and Deputy, vere assigned to Unit 265A, P.M. shift in the Littlerock 
area of unincorporated Los Angeles County. Deputy Manes was the driver an 

for оси o was the bookman ат Deputy Manes was wearing a Sheriff's 
Class A uniform with Sam Browne belt which was equipped with his duty weapon, holster, 


handcuffs, О.С. spray and portable Sheriff's radio. 


Deputy Manes stated that around 1825 hours, he and his partner were assigned a radio call ofa 
burglary in progress call (refer Exhibit K). While responding they received an update to the 
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radio call in which a suspect description was given. The suspect was described as a male black 
wearing a white T-shirt and either tan or gray pants. Upon their arrival, he saw a male matching 
the description walk into et from the front yard of the location given in the radio call. 
Deputy Manes and M M their radio car with guns drawn, stepped to the front of 
the radio car and ordered the suspect to get on the ground. The suspect did not comply, but 
instead paced back and forth while moaning and growling. Deputy Manes ordered the suspect, 
who was later identified as Suspect Mitchell, to the ground at least ten times; however, the 
suspect refused to comply. Deputy Manes noticed the suspect appeared upset and sweaty, which 
caused him to believe that the suspect was under the influence of drugs. The suspect's behavior 
appeared awkward due his indifference to their presence and commands, even though they were 
pointing guns at him. 


While Deputy Manes was ordering the suspect to the ground, the suspect turned toward him, 
growled and charged at him. When the suspect reached Deputy Manes, he kicked the suspect in 
the stomach or hip in an attempt to maintain distance from the suspect. Deputy Manes lost his 
balance and moved backward. The suspect closed the distance and Deputy Manes felt his gun 
being pulled downward. Deputy Manes has practiced a method of disarming a person similar to 
this and believed the suspect was attempting to take his gun. Deputy Manes became 
“frightened” because he was being overpowered by a large man who was attempting to disarm 
him. Deputy Manes reacted to this by firing two or three times with his duty issued weapon 
(refer Exhibit G). The suspect backed away from him immediately and began walking in circles 
and mumbling incoherently. The suspect did not express pain from the gunshots which made 
Deputy Manes believe that he had missed the suspect; however, when the suspect turned his 
back to him, Deputy Manes saw blood on the back of the suspect's shirt and knew the suspect 
had been struck. 


The suspect walked to the open right front passenger door of the radio car and entered (refer 
Exhibit H). Deputy Manes became concerned the suspect would try to get the shotgun from the 
radio car even though the shotgun was locked. Deputy Manes did not know if the suspect knew 
where the shotgun release button was located. As Deputy Manes continued to give the suspect 
orders to get on the ground, he could see the suspect in the right front passenger seat; however, 


he could not see what the suspect ing. The suspect exited the radio car and walked to a 
brick fence post at the driveway o ast Avenue T-4, which he leaned against (refer 
Exhibit I). Suspect Mitchell then began walking northeast toward the house И 


las Deputy Manes continued ordering him to the ground. Deputy Manes 
followed the suspect into the driveway of that location, “amazed” that the Suspect was still 
walking after he had been shot. Deputy Manes realized that other people were àpproaching him 
and saying something while he heard Рериу cling at them to stay away. S. 
Deputy Manes holstered his gun and confronted the suspect in the driveway of the house a 
East Avenue T-4 (refer Exhibit J). Deputy Manes and the suspect became engaged in a fight, 
during which the suspect struck him and he struck the suspect with his flashlight in the chest and 
arms. As the fight progressed, Deputy Manes hands became sweaty and after delivering a blow, 
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the flashlight slipped from is grasp. The suspect punched him, knocking him backward. The 
suspect ће t Deput s Deputy сох his baton from its holder. Deputy Manes 
saw т.д the suspect with his baton, and the suspect grab the baton and then spin 
Deput round, the momentum causing them to move from beside the vehicle in the 
driveway to a point in the dirt between the street and the driveway. Deputy Manes saw the baton 


fall to the gro) е suspect grab um —m with both hands, pulling on it, and then 
heard Deputy] cream, "He's trying to get my gun," or "He's got my gun." 


As Deputy Manes watched, he saw the gun in Deputy о» move up and down to a 
point where the trigger became exposed and heard the sound of stretching leather. As the 
suspect pulled on Deputy un, he stared at Deputy Manes, causing Deputy Manes to 
believe that the suspect was going to shoot him first, once he gained control of Deputy 

gun. Fearing that the suspect would go for his gun, Deputy Manes did not want to get closer 
than five feet. When Deputy Manes believed that bee M not in his line of fire, he 
fired tl re rounds. The suspect immediately fell to the ground and Deputy Manes heard 
Poll that he had been shot. 


WITNESSES STATEMENTS: 


Deputy Clark Lien =z 
рерму tated that on the day of the —_— eee with Deputy Rick Manes in 


Unit 265A. Deputy Manes, who was his as driving and he was the bookman. 


They received a radio call of a burglary in progress " Avenue T-4 with the suspect 
described as a M/B 6', 200 Ibs, wearing a white T-shirt, and tan or gray pants. Upon their arrival 
he saw a male, matching the described suspect, walking away from the location of the radio call, 
in the middle of the street. He and Deputy Manes exited the radio car with their guns drawn, 
walked to the front of the radio car and began ordering the suspect to stop. The suspect stopped, 
turned around and began walking toward them. The suspect threw his hands in the air and said 
“What the fuck you going to do. You going to shoot me." Першу — M due to the 
suspect's rigid movements, the suspect appeared to be under the influence of drugs 
(phencyclidine or methamphetamine) or extremely agitated and described his thoughts as being 
“scared.” They moved to the right of the radio car to put distance between the suspect and 
themselves. hal Wien to the middle of the street with Deputy Manes to his left. 
Deputy Manes again told the suspect to stop; however, the suspect continued to advance toward 
Deputy Manes. Der ill Deputy Manes kick the suspect in the hip area which caused 
the suspect to stumble backward as Deputy Manes took a few steps back and to his left. Deputy 

roadcast on his portable radio that a deputy was involved in a fight as Deputy Manes 
moved closer to the radio car. The suspect mumbled something which he m unable to 
understand and then ran at Deputy Manes with his hands outstretched. Deputy Manes was 
pointing his gun at the suspect as the suspect ran toward him. 
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Depot Ms the suspect reach for Deputy Manes gun in a attempt to grab it; however, due 
to the poor lighting, he was unable to see if the suspect actually grabbed the gun. He saw 
Deputy Manes fire two rounds, which struck the suspect in the abdomen. The suspect stumbled 
back and looked at his stomach. The suspect then ran toward the open passenger radio car door. 
Depot noue the suspect was going to enter the radio car and he began running around 
the front of radio car to the driver's side. As he ran, he continued watching the suspect, fearing 
й: was going to enter the radio саг and attempt to get the shotgun. While running Deputy 
eard Deputy Manes broadcast over Sheriff's radio that he had been involved in a shooting. 
The suspect entered the radio car and appeared to be reaching for the shotgun. Deputy ЕИ 
knew the shotgun was locked, but he was concerned the suspect would reach up on the dash and 
activate the ill As Deputy аса the driver’s door, the suspect exited the 
radio саг. Бери eached into the vehicle and turned off the engine to inactivate the 
shotgun release, taking the keys and putting them in his pocket. The suspect walked around the 
front of the radio car, then to the block wall fence next to the driveway of the house of the 
original radio call. The suspect leaned against the block wall fence, looked at his stomach and 
said something, which again he was unable to understand, but he could tell the suspect was very 


angry. 


The suspect began walking toward the house east of that location as De anes, with his vd 
out, followed behind. — several people exit the house „йй... 

which is He heard a male yell “You shot "p 

told the people to go back into the house; however, they did not comply and continued to yell i 
him and Deputy Manes есате concerned that these peop! ld also attack them, and 
focused his attention of them. As he wat е people, Deput aw Deputy Manes and 
the suspect about to enter the driveway P^ ode Avenue T-4. He saw that Deputy Manes 
and the suspect were fighting at which time he holstered his gun and pulled his expandable 
baton. 


рершуЙ ока to the driveway to assist Deputy Manes, having to walk around a vehicle 
which was parked in the driveway. As he cleared the back of that vehicle, he saw Deputy 
Manes’ back was toward him. Deputy Manes stepped to one side, at which time he saw the 
suspect. The suspect ran directly at him. ерш ай. «inz both hands, swung his baton at the 
suspect, striking him in the ribs on the left side. The suspect pinned the baton against his body 
with his left arm and struck Deput; in the head. The blow knocked Deputy, lasses 
off causing his vision to blur for a moment and he fell back against the vehicle. In an attempt to 
regain control of his baton he tried to pull it from the suspect's grasp. . doing this, the 
suspect was pulling him closer. The suspect was stronger than Deput' d was able to pull 
him closer, at which time the suspect grabbed his holstered and secured gun by the hand grip. 


Dep an effort to maintain control of his gun, used his right hand to secure the gun by 
grabbing the safety strap of his holster. The suspect continued trying to gain control of thegun 
and in doing so pulled him onto the dirt area between the driveway and the street. Dopo | 
either lost his grip on his baton or dropped it as he used both hands to maintain control of his 
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gun. He heard what seemed like the leather on his gunbelt tearing and thought that he was in 
“deep trouble” as the suspect was so angry that he wanted to kill him 


Depot M. Deputy Manes and began yelling “He’s got my gun. He's got my gun." At 
about this time he heard two or three popping sounds and felt pain in his right hand. The suspect 
fell to the ground and he saw that he was bleeding from his right hand. He used his portable 
radio to advise that he had been shot and saw that Deputy Manes was holding the suspect at 
gunpoint. He walked to middle of the street, saw that the people were still outside and were 
yelling at them. Not knowing the intentions of the people, he drew his gun with his left hand and 
waited for assisting deputies to arrive. After assistance arrived he was treated by paramedics and 
transported to a hospital. 


witness oi that in the early evening hours of the date of the incident he was in the 
kitchen of his home. He heard someone at his kitchen door and went to find out who it was. He 
saw the kitchen door beginning to open and grabbed the doorknob. He felt someone trying to 
open the door and returned pressure to close the door. He was overpowered by a male black 
(Suspect Mitchell), who forced his way into the house. 


мо NGA when the suspect entered the location, he was breathing heavy and looked 

angry. The suspect had his right hand under his shirt at the waistband area. He felt the suspect 

had a gun and feared for his life. After approximately one minute the suspect left the location 

and he РЕНЕ. followed him a short distance i ear yard of the. jon. He 

went back into the location, locked the door, moved M e and hi: Witness 
called the Sheriff's Station. 


Approximately two minutes later he went to the livingroom window and saw the suspect walking 
westbound on the shoulder of the street in front of the location. Further west he saw deputies 
standing near a Sheriff's SUV radio car and heard them “yelling” orders at the suspect to get on 
the ground. He went to check on hi: nd talk to the 9-1-1 operator. While away from the 
window, he ht e sounds of a struggle. He believed the deputies had detained the suspect 
and he and hi: ent to the front door. Immediately upon opening the front door, he saw 
flashes and heard two gunshots. He and his Р upstairs to be with their| d 
approximately twenty seconds to a minute later heard two to three additional gunshots. He then 
heard a female screaming. 


Witness aia that she was in a room үч west corner of the location when she 


heard voices coming from the kitchen, where he: Witness LS working. 
She heard M *You're in the wrong house" and another “black” voice saying 
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"I'm gonna take you out. I'm gonna take you and your family out.” She went to the kitchen 
where she saw MU ME a male black (Suspect Mitchell) out the kitchen door. The 
suspect's right arm was bent with his lower right arm near his waistband. не ш... 
the suspect out the door and she became “panicked and scared.” 


After her ОИ she locked the door and while he was taking he pstairs, 
she called 9-1-1, maintaining contact with the 9-1-1 operator until she was told the deputies were 
at the location. She was told to go the front door and see if the deputies were at the location. 

She and m ent to the front door and upon opening the door saw the SUV radio car 
with it’s “lights on.” She then heard two gunshots. She dove to the floor and m —— ame 
to her side. She and һе - upstairs and approximately two minutes later, during 
which time she heard a “commotion outside,” she then heard two more gunshots. 


um EN that she was in her в she heard two muffled sounds that she 


could not identify. She determined that her inside the location, had not caused the noise 
and returned to the kitchen. She heard a female voice, from outside the location, saying “I have 
a camera. I have a camera.” She went to her rear door on the east side of the location and, with 
an unobstructed view, looked in the direction of the residence at venue T-4. She saw an 
unidentified male crawling on the ground towards that location. 


She went to alert ner rember of the incident , ther ed to the rear door. She saw 
two deputies and another male standing in the driveway а! ast Avenue T-4. She did not 
see them struggling, but believed the deputies were attempting to control the male's hands and 


arms. As she and he Witness ere watching the incident, she heard two 
gunshots, at which the male fell straight back with his arms out, palms up. 


Witnes M that he was inside his house when he heard two or three gunshots 
emanating from outside his house. His Witness ame and asked if he had 
generated the gunshots on his computer. Approximately thirty seconds after hearing the 
gunshots, rd approximately four additional gunshots, again, from outside the house. He 
joined M M the rear door of the residence and saw numerous police in the area. 


Voc NN that she was in the bathroom of һе o um | house 
a 


when she heart nshot, a pause and then three faster gunshots. nt to the rear door 
where Witness as and looked towards the residence NU Avenue T-4. She 
saw three people at the end of the driveway at that location and they appeared to be scuffling as 
other people yelled at them. She saw one of the people at the driveway, who she believed was a 
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police officer, pointing а gun at the other two individuals, who appeared to be “wrestling 
around.” She heard the officer with the gun giving commands; however, she was unable to hear 
what commands were given. 


She said the next thing she recalled was the officer with the gun firing two to three shots. She 
ducked and did not see the suspect fall to the ground. When she again looked, she saw one of 
the individuals who had been wrestling, run westbound, holding his hand and heard the 
individual she believed was a police officer, ask him if he was okay. 


Witnes aid that he, m o — suspect Mitchell) and his ERE. 
the residence а! ast Avenue T-4. After he exited he saw a police vehicle parked to the 


west, with it's light bar activated and two deputies were standing in front of the vehicle. The 
suspect walked directly to the police vehicle at which time he heard one of the deputies tell the 
suspect to “halt.” While the suspect was standing in front of the police vehicle, illuminated by 
the vehicle's headlights, one of the deputies shot the suspect two times. He said there was no 
fight between the deputies and suspect prior to the shooting. 


He said after the shooting, the suspect walked westbound back towards m I Avenue T- 
4 residence, asking for help and holding his side. When the suspect reached the driveway, he 
(Witnes MR inside the residence and told everyone inside that “the police shot 
Robert." He ran back outside and saw the deputies trying to grab or gain control of the suspect. 
One of the deputies began striking the suspect with a baton while the other was wrestling with 
him. One of the deputies then shot the suspect. He said the deputy who shot the suspect was 
“stocky” and had two stripes on the sleeve of his uniform. 


Voc I ic that he was inside the residence К 29 Avenue T-4 when he heard 


an unknown number of gunshots. After hearing the gunshots, he exited the residence with 
Witness {End saw that the suspect was already on the ground. At that point he was 
ordered by deputies to go back into the residence, which he did. 


А М that while he was inside the residence after the shooting, the other people 
inside had told him “at least ten different” accounts of the incident and he does not believe 
anyone saw what actually occurred. 


aid that she was in the kitchen of the residence atl [East Avenue T-4. 
о gunshots and after hearing the gunshots, hei Witnes: nd her 


Witness G the location. She went into the livingroom of the location 
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and heard Witnes NA =.: the suspect to “lay down.” She yelled at Witnes _ 0 Te- 
enter the residence and again heard him tell the suspect to “lay down.” During this time she also 
heard other voices, which she believed belonged to the deputies, yelling at the suspect to get 
down. She then heard three more gunshots. 


ИТ М that he was іп the backyard of Е Avenue Т-4 residence when һе 
heard what he believed was a muffled gunshot. He went into the residence and approximately 
thirty seconds later heard another gunshot. Witness aid “they are shooting at Robert” 
and he (Witness| exited the residence by the front door. 


.B. Note: Witness ater said that Uum ə exited the location prior 


to the first gunshots. 


I. 


He went to the front door, opened it and saw the suspect with two deputies. The deputies were 
trying to control the suspect and telling him to get down; however, the suspect did not comply. 
The suspect was able to “shake” off the deputies who then ordered the suspect to get on the 
ground and reached for the suspect to gain control of him. At this time a third deputy 
approached and shot the suspect three times. 


T said that she was inside the residence ЙЕ. mn > she heard 


an unknown number of gunshots. After the gunshots she heard Witness ay "They'll 
kill you Robert, get down." Later she heard more gunshots at which time she attempted to exit 
the house, but was told by deputy personnel to go back inside. 


Witness M: «a that she was in the kitchen of the residence ak- Avenue T-4 when 
she heard an unknown number of gunshots. She did not see or hear anything else. 


Witness а that she was in the kitchen of the residence T — --: Avenue T-4 when 


she heard an unknown number of gunshots. Five to ten minutes later, while she was in the 
livingroom, she heard additional gunshots and saw flashes through the closed blinds of the 
livingroom window. She took Һег о a bedroom at the rear of the location and did not 
see anything else. 
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Т Т that he was sitting in his livingroom when he saw a Sheriff's Bronco, with its 
lights on, stop in front of his house. The Bronco then drove east and stopped in front of his 
neighbors house. He went to his front door at which time he heard deputies “screaming and 
yelling” at someone. He then saw that the deputies were yelling at a male black, telling him to 
“get down.” The male did not comply, but rather began throwing his hands around and yelling at 
the deputies. He said one deputy was on the north side of their vehicle and the other was on the 
south side. The deputy on the south side had his gun pointed east. 


As the deputies continued to give the suspect orders, the suspect continued to “rant and rave.” 
He then heard two gunshots. Approximately two to three minutes later he heard the sound of 
three additional gunshots 


Witness aid that he heard “a couple” of gunshots, a pause then four to five more 
gunshots. He did not see or hear anything prior to the gunshots. 


Witnes aid that he was sitting in his backyard К 2 Avenue T-4, when he 
heard two or three gunshots. Approximately two minutes later he heard six or seven more 
gunshots. He did not see or hear anything else. 

SUSPECT STATEMENTS: 


None. Suspect Robert Mitchell deceased. 
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